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~~, HAT a woman should give all 
aN. ! her life exclusively to definite 
| Christian service, repressing 
23, all longings for a home and 
==" family life for herself, in order 
Tee ea the impact of her lie upon 
the community, Jesus might find a fuller, 
freer access into a multi'ude of homes, 
bringing to them all the rich blessings of 
His great, sacrificial love; this is no com- 
mon occurrence among the women of Chris- 
tian countries and is much l<ss to be expect- 
ed of the women of Japan, who heave bu: 
recently learned of the Chris ian faith, and 
where women have so much lIcss frecdom to 
follow personal inclination and _ initiation, 
and break from old, tradi‘ional customs. 


But this is precisely what Miss Ren 
(Lotus Flower) Hamaguchi very deliberate- 
ly chose to do thirty years ago, when she 
graduated from a Methodist Girls’ School 
in Tokyo, in which her parents had placed 
her when she was eight years old. 


Those mission schools for girls in non- 
Christian lands! They themselves are won- 
derful trail-makers. They have produced 
large groups of devoted Christian women 
and infilled them with ideals and visions 
far above those of their non-Christian fel- 
low women; inspired them to the exclusive 


service of the Master; trained them for 
such a service; and sent them to blaze a 
trail for heathen womankind into the very 
doors of the Kingdom of Heaven itself. 


Of these, Miss Hamaguchi is one. Born 
in the city of Shizuoka, in 1870, her life 
closely parallels the era of that wonderful 
restoration and development of her coun- 
try, and in her own quiet, unassuming way 
she has added, in her local sphere, a full 
part in building up the moral and religious 
forces that have been silently, but firmly, 
wover: into the social fabric of Japan. 


She graduated from the school at the age 
of eighteen, her course having made her 
efficient in the use of the Bible and of the 
English language; so much so that she be- 
came an able assistant to the missionary 
ladies, fully capable of teaching them the 
Japanese language, interpreting their ser- 
mons to gathered audiences, translating for 
them the more difficult passages of their 
Japanese reading, and reading English 
books and magazines for herself, thus gain- 
ing access into a much wider range of 
Christian thought than would have been 
available to her through the medium of ‘he 
Japanese language alone. 


At her graduation she chose the work of 
a helper and translator in mission work, 
and of a teacher in Christian charity day 
schools, but soon developed into a regularly 
accredited Bible woman, which line of 
Christian service she has continued wih 
faithfulness and devotion for twenty-five 
years. 


The works of a Bible woman are numer- 
ous and widely varied; she is everybody’s 
assistant, filling all gaps. She is assistant 
to the pastor in his church and Sunday- 
school service and parish visitation; assis‘- 
ant to the lady missionary in her s‘udy of 
the Japanese language, in her calling and 
roceiving calls, in her business transactions 
and home relationships; she is the mission- 
ary’s in’erpreter in conversation and in 
public speech until she has mastered the 
Japanese language for herself. She fre- 
quently fills a gap in the kindergarten 
teaching force, and has been known to prac- 
tically “tide over’ a pastorless church for 
a few months until a pastor is available. 
She goes o t into interior towns (as well as 
in her home town) to gather the women or 
children together for instruction in groups. 
She visits homes wherever possible and up 
to the limit of her time and streng’h, to 
talk with and teach the women who cannot, 
because of home duties, come to the church. 
She seeks entrance into homes where preju- 
dice and ignorance have closed the doors 
against Jesus, and tries to remove the 
prejudice and show the real purposes of 
Christianity, endeavoring to win the con- 
sent of the parents for the children to 
attend Sunday-school, and ultimately to win 
the parents themselves. She is an efficient 
Sunday-school teacher and church organist. 
She often teaches organ music to the girls 
in the church, that the position of organist 
may not be vacant in her absence. She is 
never irresponsive in times of sickness, and 
many are the homes that think of her in 


gratitude for her help cnd comfort at such 
times. 


She sometimes gathers into her own home 
the neighborhood children who are yet too 
young to go to school and gives them an 
hour or two of kindergarten work, much to 
the joy of the children and the relief of 
tired and tried mothers. She keeps open 
house to the young girls of her parish, who 
come to her for help in their difficult lessons 
at school, especially if she be able to help 
them in the study of English. Her voice is 
heard in prayer in many homes, and by no 
means “few or far between” are those wom- 
en who have yielded to her gentle pleadings 
and made the great decision for Jesus. 


Now in all this Miss Hamaguchi has been 
giving her life. In the foregoing works 
she has been one of the devoted and earnest 
trail-makers in Japan. And she has given 
herself unselfishly, without thoughts of re- 
ward. At one time she was urged to come 
to America for a period of change and in- 
spiration, but she declined, on the ground 
that there was a distinct place of need for 
her services among her people in Japan. 


It was peculiarly difficult for her to speak 
in public, or to interpret for the missionary 
in meetings of mixed audiences. In fact, 
following the general attitude of the more 
refined and cultured women of her time, 
she was of a retiring disposition, and was 
embarrassed when entering into any of the 
newer methods and habits for women which 
the Restoration introduced. But she saw 
the need and caught the vision of service, 


and forgot self in her devotion to the Mas- 
ter’s call, and has traveled with courage and 
devotion the Master’s trail and blazed it for 
a multitude of others. Faithfuiness, 
steadfastness, self-forgetfulness, love for 
the Master and for the Master’s flock, have 
marked her onward way. Henceforth there 
is laid up for her “a crown of righteous- 
ness,” and her life is safely hidden with 
Christ in God. 


